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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Published on the first Sunday of every month, Vox Pop is the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill 
is a church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are in Shoreline, Ballard, and West Seattle. 
Events, activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk 
for a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Network (voxpopnetwork.com) for more articles and content. 











Say Goodbye to Sermon Notes 


Reasons why from now on you'll have to write them yourself 


For the past year and a half, sermon notes written by the 
preaching pastor have appeared in the weekly handout we 
like to call The Loop. More recently, these notes have also 
been published online, in advance of Sunday’s sermon. 

No more. 

Starting today, sermon notes will no longer be published 
online or in print. The Loop will survive, however. Though the 
look has changed a bit, it will still include general information, 
upcoming events, and a detachable visitor card. In addition, 
financial giving information will now be included in The Loop 
as well. 

Why the changes? The reasons include: 


1. We are relieving our elders’ schedules. 

The deadline for submitting sermon notes for publication in 
the Loop unnecessarily limited and constricted our elders’ 
schedules. Ministry opportunities had to be laid aside in order 
to accommodate the publication deadline. Our elders should 
be able to focus on their specific roles and gifts and work as 
those require. The flexibility of a simpler Loop without sermon 
notes facilitates that. 


2. We are stewarding our resources better. 

Not devoting time to writing, editing, and publishing sermon 
notes means more time available to focus on more significant 
needs. For example, the elders can devote their study time to 
preparing the actual sermon, rather than its notes. Besides 
ensuring that each Sunday’s sermon is effective, our pastors 
will be able to focus on long-term writing goals, such as pub- 
lished commentaries. The result will be a more timeless and 
vigorous impact than is currently promoted by our short-term, 
hurried sermon notes. Furthermore, less space required in 
the Loop means less paper is wasted weekly. 





3. We are embracing the realities of a multi-campus 
church. 

Printed sermon notes restrict our ability to move into new 
regions and new campuses in the future. The logistics of 
organizing the printing and distribution of a specialized 
handout for each campus are just too demanding to make 
it worthwhile. Continuing to publish customized Loops will 
hinder our growth. 


4. We are emphasizing the Bible. 

We will encourage service attendees to grab an ESV Bible 
before the service, rather than the sermon notes. Having 
people turn to a page in their Bible rather than a page in 
the Loop reflects our priorities. Attendees who do not own a 
Bible can even take one home for free, so they can dig into 
the Word after a service. 


Though there will no longer be any sermon notes, we still 
want to offer a resource that Community Group leaders, 
department leaders, and our members in general can use 
to help guide their study and their ministry. Every Friday, a 
news item will be posted on the members’ website that cor- 
responds to the upcoming Sunday’s sermon. This post will 
include talking points for further discussion, recommended 
reading, and other resources. It will also enable members to 
pray more accurately for the preaching pastor. 

With the sermon notes gone, there will be more space 
in The Loop for enhanced content and creativity. The ad- 
dition of weekly financial info will allow for even greater 
accountability and transparency when it comes to how we 
communicate the stewardship of church monies. The newly 
opened space will also be used to publish more art and pho- 
tography, and hopefully there will even be a little room left 
over so that people can make their own notes as we study 
Scripture together. 1% 
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Emergence 2007 
June 1-2 at Mars Hill's West Seattle Campus, 
Zondervan's national tour comes to Seattle. 
Join authors of the book “Listening to 
the Beliefs of Emerging Churches” as 
they discuss church and culture. 

Speakers: 
* Mark Driscoll 
* Dan Kimball 
* Doug Pagitt 
* Karen Ward 
$49 (S29 for MH members) 
Presented by Zondervan and Resurgence 
Register at marshillchurch.org 


FR RESURGENCE 





APR MAY JUN 
MHC | ballard MHC | west seattle MHC | shoreline 
north of the ballard bridge - 7551 35th Avenue SW schirmer auditorium (crista) — 
1401 nw leary way | greenwood ave Nn &n 195th st 
sunday services — 9am, 11am, 5pm, : sunday service — 10:30 am ‘sunday services — 9:15am & 11:15am 
& 7pm (no childcare during the 7pm) : saturdays 9am - Breakfast Club ‘mondays 7am — men's prayer 
tuesdays 7am — men’s prayer : (come enjoy a tasty breakfast and help tuesdays 7pm - Kids’ Kore, Clasées, 


_with the building project) 


wednesdays 7pm - Kids’ Kore, Proxy Student Ministry 


Classes, Proxy Student Ministry : thursdays 7am - men's prayer 05 25 7pm - Film & Theology presents: 
05.12 1pm — 'thursdays 7pm - “Christianity and...” : Stranger Than Fiction (PG-18) 
Toils & Triumphs of Motherhood : lecture series, Kids’ Kore, Proxy 2 


| Student Ministry 


05.25 7pm - Proxy Senior Banquet  : 
-06.01-02 — Emergence 2007 














support groups 

designed to kindly and firmly bring about a new way of life in Jesus. If addiction, abuse, homosexuality, or other trying 
circumstances affect your life, contact (206) 706-4892 or care@marshillchurch.org. A complete list of all groups, 
including descriptions and locations, is are available on the Mars Hill website. 






































marshillchurch.org/feeds: subscribe to weekly email, podcasts, etc. | voxpopnetwork.com: content from various MH ministries 


Mars Hill | Women’s Ministry presents: 


Trials & Triumphs of 


Motherhood 


An afternoon discussion about 

the difficulty and significance of 
motherhood, specifically addressing 
the challenges of mothering multiple 
children. There will be a short 
teaching and Q&A panel, followed by 


refreshments and fellowship time. 


May e | pS pm | Ballad Campus 


Please register at marshillchurch.org 


All mothers are welcome 
(no childcare provided; babies in arms okay). 











Baptism is “the pledge of a good 
conscience towards God.” 
(1 Peter 3:21, NIV) 


If you'd like to get baptized, 
email your Sunday campus to sign up: 


ballardGQmarshillchurch.org 
shoreline@marshillchurch.org 
westseattle O marshillchurch,org- 
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A MONTHLY 
TASTE OF 


TRENDS, 
CULTURE, 
& EVENTS 


Send your Six Pack suggestions: 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org 


WEB: Crisis in Darfur 


Last month Google Earth and the US Holocaust jv yn | 


Memorial Museum introduced a new way to show 
the scope and personal impact of the genocide 
in Darfur. Using satellite imagery, Google Earth 
depicts the destruction in a way that makes it 
accessible and real to the First World. The program 
includes suggested ways to help and learn more. 
(ushmm.org) 


LOCAL: New Horizons Walk-a-Thon 
New Horizons Ministries is a local ministry that 
was formed in 1978 in response to the growing 
problems of youth involved in street activity in 
downtown Seattle. lt provides various services, 
including food, clothing, and case management. 
On June 2 at Seward Park, New Horizons will hold 
its 17th annual Walk-a-thon to benefit homeless 
youth in our city. (nhmin.org) 


WEB: Twitter 


The latest web 2.0 craze is like blogging on crack. 
It's an online social networking service that allows 
users to post updates on what they're doing right 
this second (each post is limited to 140 characters 
or less). Using technology such as text messaging, 
Twitterholics post information like, “I slept in way 
too much. Woke up around 2” and “Watching 
the older dog chase her tail...it never stops being 
funny.” (twitter.com) 


LOCAL: New Urban Eats 
All this month (Sun—Thurs), twenty of the best new 


local restaurants will be offering a special $30 prix fixe | 


dinner menu that includes your choice of appetizer, 
entrée, and dessert. Need | say date night? Get 
out and enjoy our beautiful city in all its springtime 
tastiness. (nwsource.com) 


MUSIC: Bjork 





Depending on who you talk to, Bjork is either $4 
one of the most pretentious or the most genius jj 


personalities in music today—either way, there's 


nobody quite like her. Elusive and eccentric, she | 


performs and releases new music only on rare 
occasion. This month she's doing both: new CD 
drops May 7 and she's headlining Sasquatch at 
the end of the month... 


CONCERT: SASQUATCH 2007 


If you only go to one show this decade... 
The 2007 Sasquatch Festival (May 26-27) 


features some unique acts, including Bjork, Arcade | 


Fire, Manu Chao, MIA, Beastie Boys, Common 


Market...Take it all in at the most beautiful venue PM 3 
in the country, the Gorge. Who needs Coachella ys" 
when you can see Smoosh risk their lives by playing | 


on the edge of a cliff? 


Y May 06 2007 























Children's Ministry 


By Katie Allen 





Editor's note: Each month, a different Mars Hill leader 
explains how the particular ministry they serve is working to 
embody our church's mission: 


Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city within the 
city: knowing culture, loving people, and seeing lives 
transformed to live for Jesus. 


Children's Ministry at Mars Hill includes Sunday school (duri- 
ng the sermon; year-round), Kids’ Kore (an evening midweek; 
during the school year), and other special events. During 
Children’s Ministry activities, kids sing to Jesus, play games, 
and learn about Jesus and the Bible based on a unique curri- 
culum written to mirror each Sunday’s sermon. 

Specifically, here is how Children's Ministry is living out 
the Mars Hill mission: 


Living for Jesus 

Worship of Jesus is at the center of all of the lessons taught 
to the kids. In the same way the sermons on Sunday are 
always tied back to Jesus, the focus of the kids’ class time is 
Jesus and how we can worship Him with our lives. 


A City Within the City 

Children’s Ministry is a safe place for kids to grow and build 
relationships with other children within the body of Mars Hill. 
It is a community where children can learn together and be 


built up and encouraged by other members of the body of 
Christ. 


Knowing Culture 

Every day kids from Mars Hill go to school, sports practice, 
music lessons, Girl Scouts/Boy Scouts, etc. They have the 
knowledge and ability to relate to their peers in a way that is 
unique to members of their age group. No one knows what 
life as a kid in Seattle is like better than a kid in Seattle. 


Loving People 

One of our goals is to walk alongside parents in equipping 
kids to live out their love for Jesus and to share that love with 
their peers. This is played out when they tell their friends and 
classmates about Him, and when they treat others in the way 
to which God calls us. 


Transforming Lives 

According to researcher George Barna, people spend their 
entire lives trying to prove or disprove the existence of God 
based on what they believed about Him at age twelve. We 
have the joy of witnessing children come to know and love 
Jesus and begin a lifelong walk with Him at a young age. Y 


Katie Allen is a deacon at Mars Hill Church. She works as a 
pastoral assistant within the Children’s Ministry department. 
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Role at Mars Hill 
a __ Pastor overseeing Children’s Ministry 
| Birthday = © 
l 03.06.1963 (Pasco, WA) 
—~Family: — | 


Married to Tami McKinley (01.18.86). Two sons: Zakk 
~——{20) and Dylan (1 8) 


First set foot in Mars Hill 
February 2003 | 


Elder since | 
August 2005 (after becoming a deacon two years 
earlier) 


Scripture 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

ma they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.” 

H—-— -Matthew 5:16- 


I 


Last ee sales | 


The One Minute Manager, by Kenneth Blanchard 
-= Last movie watched 
ee Blood Diamond 
Favorite music 
~~~"80"s rock (AC/DC, Van Halen, Boston, etc.) and Jack 
Johnson 
Favorite eatery 
---———Seott's Bar and Grill (North Seattle) 


| *eleder (el”der) n. 1. Elected or appointed governing 
officer within a church (synonymous with “pastor”). 


1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 
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Role at Mars Hill 
“assisting Pastor | Dick with his calendar and 
Bebo ento 


Birthday | 

-03-23-1-962-(Ephrata; WA) ———= 

| 

Ta n 11 IAEA ERARIO o 
Married to Dick Mckinley 01.1 18. 8.86). ae sons: Zakk 
(20) and Dylan (1 a re 
First set foot in Mars Hill 
February 2003 


| 
Deacon since 
December 2003 | 
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| Scripture | 
ee ILthings through him-who strengthens me: —-- 
—1 Phil. 4:13 | 

Last book rea 

_War of Words, by Faul David Tripp _ 

' Last movie watched _ 

ES Man oF ihe Year j ( SOS 
| | 

Favorite music} ~ ee 
AC/DC, Van ak Boston, The Cars, ee 





mr —— — _— 


Favorite eatery 
__._Araya’s. It’s vegetarian That food—yum!!. 
i E = mi 


j 


¡*deaecon (de'ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 
' church pastors/elders. 
1 Timothy 3:8 
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All Campus Kids Quiz-Off 


Tradition of excellence begins next month 


Hey kids: Let’s get ready to rumble! In a gracious, orderly, 
and humble fashion, of course. 

Next month, Children’s Ministry hosts its first annual 
“Quiz off.” It’s a fun way for the kids to compete using the 
knowledge they've been building with their parents and 
Children’s Ministry all year. The festivities take place at 
the Ballard Campus, but kids from all three campuses are 
encouraged to get together and take part, and parents are 
invited to watch: 


When: During Kids’ Kore on Wednesday, June 6 
(7:00pm) 


Where: Ballard Campus (in the Paradox room) 


How to sign up: go to marshillchurch.org and follow the 
“Register Now” link at the bottom right of the page. 


The rules: Each campus will have a team made up of kids 
from all age groups. For each question, a representative 
from each team, matched by age level, will come to the 
front of the room and spin a wheel to determine the point 
value of the question. A question will be asked and then 
whichever team buzzes in first gets to offer up an answer. 


The questions: Material will be drawn from the Vintage 
Jesus, Ruth, and Nehemiah lessons (study the questions 
online at marshillchurch.org/content/childrensministry). 
Parents are encouraged to review and prepare with their 
kids prior to the event. 


Prizes: Ice cream sundaes, a trophy to be kept at the 
winning campus for the year, and the losing Campus 
Children’s Ministry Director will shave his head. 


Note for West Seattle kids: This event is primarily for 
Kids’ Kore kids, however due to West Seattle’s midweek 
program starting so late in the year, kids who attend on 
Sundays in West Seattle may sign up to represent their 
campus as well. 1% 














children's ministry 
volunteer orientation 
5/13 - Ballard Campus 11am 
(ballardkids@marshillchurch.org) 

5/20 - Shoreline Campus 11:15am 


(shorelinekids@marshillchurch.org) 


5/27 - West Seattle Campus 1pm 


(westseattlekids@marshillchurch.org) 
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Your Name Here 
Mum, Dad-welcome to Seattle! 


This is my first article since my family went back to England 
so it is a little sad for me...sniff, sniff! After two weeks in 
Seattle, however, | am pleased to report that they had a 
wonderful time, loved the city and actually managed to get 
some fairly decent weather for the most part. 

| am also very pleased to report that they loved the 
preaching/teaching at Mars Hill. Their first encounter with 
the church was on the day that Mark preached ‘The Sword 
and the Trowel' from Nehemiah. What a brilliant sermon, 
and so appropriate! Pastor Mark, | have to say (on the off 
chance that you actually read my articles): you are a legend 
for preaching that one! lt was the topic of conversation for 
quite a while in my family and hopefully remains a seed that 
will continue to grow. 

Aside from church, though, my husband Blake and | 
spent most of the time showing my family (Mum, Dad, and 
brother) around Seattle and some of the surrounding area. 
As this place has some rather...interesting people, Blake 
and | thought it wise to give the family a little talk on what 
to expect. 

| assume that Seattleites are completely used to some 
of the things you get to see living around here and | even 
find myself growing more immune to it by the day. However, 
it was a little different when | first arrived. We went out to 
dinner with friends in Cap Hill and saw a man walking around 
in a full wedding dress, veil, gloves, high heels and makeup. 
Now where | come from, as a general rule, this doesn’t hap- 
pen. | think my expression was a lot like | imagine | would look 
if someone jabbed me with a hot poker — eyes wide open, 
mouth hanging down to the floor, general look of both shock 
and horror. You get the idea. Actually, | looked a lot like | do 
in one of our wedding photos (minus the open mouth). Let 
me explain: 

My parents brought over our wedding album at long last 
(Blake and | were married last November), and there was 
...ummm ... a surprise in it, shall we say. My best advice to 
those of you getting married is this: if you have a wedding 
photo that you love but your eyes are closed in it, and if your 
photographer says he can do something about that, DO 
NOT believe him! That's all I’m saying on that. 

Anyway, suffice to say, | had some idea of the possible 
reactions of my family so it was important to have the “talk” 
with them with the following underlining principle: no matter 
what you see, use your internal voice! The idea was that 
embarrassing or awkward situations would be avoided when 
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By Caitlyn Stark 


Mars Hill has many worship bands. Whether live on 
Sunday or online via podcast, chances are you've rocked 
with Red Letter, you've grooved with The Brothers of the 
Empty Tomb, and you're in on The Northern Conspiracy. But 
unless you're under eighteen, you've probably never had your 
face melted by Proxy's own Joanna and the Facemelters. 

Proxy, Mars Hill's Student Ministry, was band-less until 
the spring of 2006 when Proxy volunteer Kevin Mackey was 
recruited to form a student band. After some heavy recruit- 
ment among the church's younger set, four students met 
with Kevin in the Paradox for their first band practice. 

In the first few months there were four members— 
Cooper Robertson, Joanna Stark, Jeff Stephens, and Jens 
Whitmore—and it took a little while for them to get to know 
each other. But after a year of playing together, Cooper says 
they went “from strangers to some of [his] closest friends.” 

Joanna claims that they didn't even really talk to 
each other until they had a few band practices under their 
belt—along with some social encouragement from Cooper's 
dad, Dan. Dustin Nickerson (Mars Hill deacon and Proxy 
coordinator) says that, as a way to break the ice during the 
beginning stages, he only had one rule for the band: no one 
dates Joanna because if they broke up, the band would break 
up. (Joanna’s parents heartily agreed with the rule.) 

The band’s double-take worthy title came about 
when they were going to play for the first time and needed 
a name quick. “It was back when we only had one girl in 
the band,” Jens recounts, “so we tried fitting her name in it 
somehow, and Jeff probably came up with the Facemelters 
part.” Another idea, Joanna and the Dorks, just didn’t have 
the same ring to it, so thankfully Joanna and the Facemelters 
stuck. 

The group's first gig was at midweek Proxy during the 
last month of the 2005-06 school year. The band spent the 
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summer of '06 practicing every week, and by the fall had 
gained another member, Annabelle Petry. Since last fall, JFM 
has played at Proxy about once a month at the Shoreline and 
Ballard Campuses. 

Since the beginning, students and leaders alike have 
raved about “The Facemelters” (aka JFM). And it's not just 
the great music. The band brings a “teens-leading-teens” 
dynamic that enhances the mission of Proxy. Janice Covi, a 
Proxy leader at the Ballard Campus, says, “It's fantastic...that 
new students coming to Proxy would feel encouraged by 
their peers on stage.” Another leader, Reagan North, says 
that the first time he heard JFM play he was “surprised at 
how much they rocked out and how easy it was to worship 
God with them.” He adds, “[JFM] allows teenagers to see 
that worship is not just something that weird, out-of-touch 
adults do, but that it is an integral part of the faith of 
their peers.” 

Not only are they helping to lead students and leaders 
in the corporate worship of Jesus, they are, in the words of 
student Felicia Rose, an “extraordinary band full of spectacu- 
lar kids.” She jokes that the first time she heard JFM play, 
“| distinctly remembered searching frantically for my face 
afterward. Luckily, someone who was not in the room at the 
time of the playing found my face in a puddle by my feet, and 
dripped all over the front of my shirt.” 

That vivid description takes care of “the Facemelters” 
part—but who is Joanna? The band’s original female repre- 
sentation, Joanna personifies the calm, quiet, and collected 
bassist. It took some convincing to get her to simply contact 
Kevin Mackey about being in the band, but now her name is 
in the band’s title and the Facemelters are some of her best 
friends. 

Annabelle Petry, the latest addition to JFM, plays the 
piano and sings. With soft sounds and blonde hair, Annabelle 
brings a luminous feel to the band. She said that their age, 
and the fact that they are teens-leading-teens doesn't matter, 


SEE ‘Facemelters’= PAGE 18 
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PRONN 
STUDENT MINISTRY. 


TUESDAYS SHORELINE 
WEDNESDAYS BALLARD 
THURSDAYS WEST SEATTLE 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


CINCO DE SERVICE 
WORSHIP W/YOUR $$$ SEMINAR, WEST SEATTLE 
9/25 SENIOR BANQUET, 7PM, MHC | BALLARD 


0/8 MEN'S RETREAT 
proxy’ 


VOXPOPNETWORKCOM/PROXY Student ministry 











The following is the third installment of a four-part series chronicling one family’s 
year-long experience “double-dipping” and eventually becoming members at Mars Hill. 
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By Ray Anne 
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SUMMER: DON’T FORGET TO 
PACK A STRAIGHTJACKET 


I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind... 
-Jeremiah 17:10 (NIV) 


| was waiting at the drive-thru barista for my usual double-tall 
nonfat, pondering the battles of the past 48 hours and life in 
general. For reasons | will detail below, | felt anxious, on the 
verge of mental illness. Psychotic. Schizophrenic. 

Girl, interrupted. 

“So, how’s your day going?” the perky size zero asked. 

“Good,” | lied. 

My tone must have given something away because she 
gave me a double take. “Well, at least it’s not a bad day.” 

In her naiveté, of course, all she could see parked in front 
of her was a minivan-driving mom. In order to see what A.W. 
Tozer calls “the true reality,” she would need spiritual eyes (2 
Kings 6). With spiritual eyes, she would see a weary saint in 
the driver’s seat nursing bloody gashes and surrounded by 
smoking weapons. In his book, The Pursuit of God, Tozer 
explains how this “unseen is more reality than what is seen”: 


A spiritual kingdom lies all about us, enclosing us, 
embracing us, altogether within reach of our inner 
selves, waiting for us to recognize it...Our trouble 
is that we have established bad thought habits. 
We habitually think of the visible world as real and 
doubt the reality of any other...At the root of the 
Christian life lies belief in the invisible. The object 
of the Christian’s faith is unseen reality. (50-55, 
emphasis added) 


Parenting four teenagers and two babies had enough visible 
lunacy in the first place. But behind the scenes, being the 
brilliant military strategist He is, God had allowed a harsh 
season of mounting enemies and pressures. 

In the past 48 hours, neither our baby nor his parents 
had slept. He was five pounds lighter, surviving on a diet of 
Pedialyte and crackers because a mysterious bug kept him 
throwing up. Our Boston Terrier had chewed on three-year- 
old Charlie’s finger, just avoiding stitches. Financial pres- 
sures had exploded at my husband's job, and he worked like 
a deranged lunatic with dark circles hunkered down at his 
computer. This was actually keeping the family asylum con- 
sistent, because all three of my teenage boys—the Butcher, 
the Baker and the Candelestick Maker—had tanking grades. 
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The Baker, our star varsity pitcher, stomped around in an 
especially foul mood because he'd recently been benched. 

All of this was interrupting the month-long pity party | had 
been throwing for myself. Not to brag, but it was perhaps the 
most magnificent, self-absorbed bash ever. | resonated with 
the sackcloth and ashes look and was drowning in regret fol- 
lowing divine illumination of what a pretentious jerk-Pharisee- 
know-it-all | had been. Despite firm intentions to continue my 
backstroke in this slough of depression, the Master of the 
Universe, with baffling peculiarity, threw me headlong into 
active combat with a few giants of Goliath proportion; fifteen 
minutes prior, a police officer had telephoned with a list of 
the Butcher's (our oldest son) latest sins, basically confirming 
to me that he was determined to be top Don in his gang 
of goodfellas. | knew right then and there exactly what hap- 
pened to Jimmy Hoffa — his own mother had killed him. 

The good in all of this pressure was it regularly sent my 
husband and me to “West Point,” as it were. Independently 
ferreting our Bibles, we routinely recommended passages 
to each other and dressed for battle. Like Marines in rifle 
training, we were disassembling our “bad” thought habits 
and correctly reassembling them with the Word, even in 
our sleep. 

Repetition. 

Getting stronger. 

Basic training. 

Over and over. 

Becoming the Xenas and Spartans we were created to 

be in our inner life. 

Spiritual warfare. 

Hoooah. 
Part and parcel of our Christian life as we seek to be like 
Jesus, because only “everyone who is fully trained will be 
like his Teacher” (Luke 6:40). Incidentally, that’s why the only 
movie genre that’s ever made sense of my Christian life is 
war movies. Again, not exactly popular Christianity in mother- 
ing methods, so my collection was hidden on the shelf next 
to Rainbow Six and Medal of Honor, similar to the martini 
glasses we cached in our kitchen. 

The barista’s cheery voice again reverberated as she 
reached through the window with my latte. “I said, ‘At least 
it's not a bad day”. 

| stared at her blankly and thought about Daffy Duck's 
signature hysteric laugh. Snatching my drink before peeling 
out, | felt justified in leaving her the same size tip as her little 
blue jeans. 

Above all, the mother of my mental illness was a 
sleeping disorder caused by our double-dipping habit. The 


TIPS TO CONSIDER 


a Permanent Switch to Mars Hill 


e Are you feeling confused and/or double-minded, 
hanging onto your traditional church, yet afraid to 
make a permanent switch? Jesus may be using 
pressure to force you into a decision. Sometimes 
we have to die to one mission in order to give Life 
to another. (James 1:5-8; Rev. 2:8) 


e Is your conscience unsure about the differences 
between Mars Hill and your church's theology? 
Get down to basics. Read theology books about 
what makes your church distinctive, read Radical 
Reformission, and pray against preconceived 
ideas elther way as you compare your conscience 
with Scripture. (2 Peter 3:1-2; Hebrews 4:12) 


Consider a time of prayer and fasting to discern 
God's will for your family. Blessed are those who 


hear the Word of the Lord and obey it. 
(Luke 11:28) 


differences between the two churches and their attending 
theologies was emerging with blister clarity and really starting 
to bother me. Yet | wasn't sure | was on the same page as 
my husband, who was alluding to a permanent switch over 
to Mars Hill. Haunted by Scriptures referring to duplicity and 
double-mindedness, | would flinch after reading verses like, “l 
hate double-minded men” (Psalm 119:113). 

| had also been studying for a fall teaching series on 
the early church in Acts, and | was having a devil of a time 
trying to reconcile the two church's models, as well as their 
effectiveness in the Seattle culture. 

| would teeter with increasing anger as | saw the re- 
ligious weakness of our north end church, then totter with 
guilt and depression as | realized that same weakness also 
reigned in my own Pharisitical heart. | would teeter with ache 
at the thought of leaving behind women and children | loved 
desperately, and totter with frustrated sadness in realizing 
that in many ways they were shallow relationships after all. 
Nobody really Knew me. | worried we would be labeled criti- 
cal, divisive and/or gossips — like so many others who had 
left. | shuddered at the imagined meetings with pastors and 
elders. | would miss these women, and teaching. 

It was depressing to think we might have to start all over 
again as we had no friends, not even any acquaintances, 
at Mars Hill. The anonymity that | had previously enjoyed at 
Mars Hill seemed cold and lonely now. But | followed Jesus, 
not man... 

| thought of leaving my best friend behind, then blocked 
it out. It was too painful. But then it annoyed me that my 
daughter — who completely worshipped Jesus in spirit and in 
truth — was judged by the Christians in our circle based on 
the shiny metal ball pierced through her lip, while my tanned 
All American sons — whose hearts were more prone to wor- 
ship females — were routinely commended on their looks and 
athletic prowess. For man looks at the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks at the heart (1 Sam. 16:7). 

Even our meager attempts at getting to the next level at 
Mars Hill, barbequing at the local park with a few Community 
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By Chris Thrower memm 


By cover of night, a caravan of cars moves stealthily through 
Ballard's residential streets and rendezvous in a darkened 
cul-de-sac. Drive up slowly, enter and exit quietly, keep 
conversation to a whisper when you are outside. When | first 
heard about this meeting with “the Russians” | thought | was 
going to be involved in an international arms deal or some 
secret espionage. Though it actually turned out to be much 
less sinister than that, | must admit | was a little disappointed 
when | realized there would be neither cloak nor dagger. 

Although the house appears somewhat dim from the 
outside, inside is a crowded and bright home with teens and 
twenty-somethings filling the main entrance, kitchen, dining 
room, and living room. The house seems tiny and crammed 
in comparison to the massive throng of people that occupy 
it. The hallway near the entrance contains a mountain of 
footwear, coats, and a few Bibles scattered here and there. 
| enter a cacophony of jamming acoustic guitars and blaring 
stereo music, with conversation rising above it all—-mostly in 
English with some in Russian and even occasional Spanish. 
Food is on the table in the dining room and drinks are in the 
kitchen. Welcome to the party. 

A brief reconnaissance reveals that there is both 
downstairs and upstairs. Though the upstairs is primarily off 
limits to partiers, the basement is a dance floor complete 
with lights and booming speakers. On the main floor there 
are couches and a few seats near the dining room to lounge 
in. Far from being the secretive spy meeting | had imagined, 
there are masses of people enjoying themselves with food 
and drinks. Perhaps the most ominous thing about it is that 
this is exactly the type of gathering religious leaders in Jesus’ 
day condemned him for attending; it's the most fun I’ve had 
in a while. 

“It’s just Christians having a good time,” said Sergio 
Lomakin, one of the originals who helps put on the parties. 
“Non-Christians come in and see these are regular people, 
except they love Christ. We drink beer just like they do, but 
we actually enjoy it, we're not trying to forget ourselves.” 
The partying got started over a year ago when a group of 
friends who mainly attended a local Slavic church heard 
about Mars Hill and began showing up for the evening 
Services. 

“All my Russian friends were going to a Russian church, 
but we had no place to bring all our American friends and all 
our non-Christian friends,” said Helena Helendi, who hosts 
the parties along with her mother, Monica, and three siblings 
Nancy, Christina, and Alex. “So we started coming to Mars 
Hill with all our close friends.” 

Once the Helendi's and their friends got to know Mars 
Hill, they quickly picked up on the justification-by-faith theol- 
ogy and the gospel mission of bringing Jesus to the city. 
“We were sick of works-related theology. The church we 
went to was very legalistic and exclusive, there were a lot of 
rules and a lot of gossip,” said Daniel Usenko, a long time 
friend of the Helendi family who helps supervise the parties. 
“| remember the first time | went to Mars Hill, tt was a glorious 
day; | even remember right where | sat.” 

“God did a lot for me through Mars Hill,” said Daniel. 
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“He told me to be a man and helped me out of depression. 
Going to Mars Hill helped me talk to non-Christians about 
Christ. | remember about four months after going to Mars 
Hill | had a week where I talked to more non-Christians about 
Christ than | ever had before in my life.” 

After attending Mars Hill for a few weeks the Helendi's 
were convicted by a sermon on Christian hospitality. That's 
when they began hosting parties in their home. 

“One night Pastor Mark was preaching on hospitality 
out of first Corinthians,” said Helena, “so we said “let's have 
some people over to the house.' We had a barbecue with our 
friends, and since then it’s never stopped.” 

In fact, the gatherings have grown from a small group of 
twelve Russian friends to almost one hundred in attendance 
every week. 

“We have meetings all the time where it’s like, what’s 
going on, we're bursting at the seams, what do we do?” said 
Helena. “We had to install some security and some guys to 
help with the parking. So we kind of have jobs. I’m in the 
kitchen. My sisters do all the cleaning before. Daniel, along 
with some of the other guys, makes sure that people come 
and go quietly.” 

Perhaps even more astounding than the size and popu- 
larity of these parties is the missional heart of the Helendis, 
who host these events each week in their home. 

“They started to bring a lot of kids from school and 
unbelieving friends,” said Monica Helendi, an exceptionally 
kind and uber-cool mother who hosts these parties along- 
side her kids. “They wanted a place to bring them, because 
sometimes you have no place to bring non-Christians that 
is a relaxed atmosphere. Our house became a place where 
more and more people were gathering and we realized that 
we were having a good time and that the non-Christians 
who came were like, ‘Oh, | like this.’ We understood that 
they needed something like this as much as a formal church 
service.” 

Hospitality comes easy for Russians, they told me. 
But there is a lesson that can be learned from our Russian 
compatriots for those Christians who are seeking to be mis- 
sional in the city of Seattle. “If you can open your home and 
your heart, it’s pretty simple, people just start coming,” said 
Monica. “They feel the love and they just wanna come.” 

As the parties expanded from small gatherings to large 
events, with musical acts and public gospel preaching in- 
cluded, the shindigs began to transform into formal religious 
meetings. lt seemed inevitable, as there were many gifted 
musicians and leaders amongst the Christians who attended. 
But with uncanny wisdom, the Helendis and the Russians 
who ran the parties felt this would be counterproductive to 
the mission God had called them to. 

“Our goal as a group is to reach non-Christians in an in- 
formal setting,” said Daniel Usenko. “We want to get to know 
them as friends. They can eat food, dance, hang out with us. 
It's individual evangelism. We want to build relationships so 
that we can invite them to church and tell them about Jesus 
personally. We want to have a place where non-Christians 
can come and see how we act and live and provide them 
an opportunity to get to know God through our individual 
relationships with them.” 
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Sergio said, “We hang out and fellowship and people 
see love among us. Actions speak louder than words. The 
Bible says that if there is love among us, people will know we 
are Christ’s disciples.” 

While some denounce these parties as worldly be- 
cause of the drinking, dancing, and relaxed atmosphere, the 
Helendis and their Russian friends are more concerned with 
loving their neighbors, including those who live right next 
door. 

“We've talked to them about it. Most of our neighbors 
are fine with [the parties],” said Monica. “We have one neigh- 
bor who is really upset with it, but we have a plan to send 
some young men over there to do some work for him.” 

It's impossible to avoid feeling like family at the Helendi’s 
house. They all seem to share a deep and abounding love for 
Christ, for their community, and for each other. 

“The guys were always telling us, ‘Just love people. 
Don't worry, don't stress—just love Jesus and love people,” 
said Helena. “And that's how this is growing, and they are 
really godly brothers that we love a lot.” 

On behalf of the brothers, Daniel speaks just as highly 
of his sisters. “We are especially thankful for the Russian girls 
that are here,” he said. “They are the most godly women we 
know. They feed everybody, show hospitality, and then clean 
up till like Bam. | have to kick people out at 3am because 
people stay here so long. They don't complain, but | have to 
kick them out.” 

As a new day dawns, | find myself kicked out along 
with everyone else. Finding my shoes is the most impossible 
mission I’ve attempted all night. But after a long search its 
mission accomplished and | make a quick getaway into the 
fleeing shadows from whence | came, carrying with me intel- 
ligence reports regarding Russian activities in the Ballard 
area. WJ 


Chris Thrower is a member of Mars Hill Church. He is 
regular contributor to the Vox Pop Network 
(voxpopnetwork.com/shoreline) 
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Hearing the Beliefs 


of Emerging Churches 


Emergence 2007 Kicks off in Seattle 


By Hannah Fischer 





Two days. One mediator from NPR. One newly renovated 
church building with three parking spots. Four outspoken 
leaders discussing heavily debated topics of post-modern 
theology. Throw in a live guest blogger with massive head- 
phones and you have a rough picture of the adventure that 
will be Emergence 2007. 

The facts: Mars Hill's newly-opened West Seattle 
building will be hosting Zondervan's Emergence 2007 con- 
ference on June 1st and 2nd. The event is the first of three 
held this year throughout the U.S. designed to encourage 
and stimulate the national conversation on the “emerging 
church” movement. The weekend seminar comes on the 
heels of the release of Zondervan's book, Listening to the 
Beliefs of Emerging Churches: Five Perspectives. The book 
is available in Mars Hill campus bookstores, along with other 
titles that indirectly address the same topic (including Pastor 
Mark’s work). 

Featured speakers of the Emergence 2007 conference 
are Mark Driscoll, Dan Kimble, Doug Pagitt, and Karen Ward, 
four of Listening to the Beliefs’ five contributing authors, and 
all well-known leaders connected to the emerging church 
movement. These four key speakers represent a variety of 
beliefs in the spectrum. Throughout the two-day conference, 
these pastors will be discussing the several controversial 
issues in the church today, including what it means to reach 
a post-modern culture for Christ. The weekend is broken 
up into three sessions: 1) What is the emerging church? 2) 
What does the emerging church believe? 3) How does the 
emerging church engage with culture? 

The conference should shed light on the broad range 
of beliefs that are often mistakenly grouped together in the 
emerging church movement and provide a forum of discus- 
sion on the topic. 

NPR's Speaking of Faith personality, Krista Tippett, 
will host the conference’s discussion-style format. Free 
MP3 recordings of the conference will be available through 
Resurgence (www.theresurgence.com), which is co-spon- 
soring the event. For those who are interested in attending, 
online registration is $49 (MH members, regular attendees, 
and Act 29 affiliates get a $20 discount) and includes a copy 
of Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging Churches. 

Additional seminar-related resources may include up-to- 
the-minute commentary. “We're working on getting a guest 
blogger,” says Pastor Gary Shavey, Director of Resurgence 
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and a Mars Hill pastor, who is coordinating the Seattle event 
with Zondervan. A guest blogger would provide informed 
commentary on the conference as it takes place, and give 
people around the world access to the conference discus- 
sion. “It’s kind of the ‘in’ thing these days,” Pastor Gary adds. 
“For one, it increases interest, and you can receive instant 
feedback from listeners.” 

The purpose of the conference is to promote discussion. 
“Zondervan wants to feel that they are contributing to the 
conversation,” says Pastor Gary. “That's what characterizes 
both the ‘emergent’ and ‘emerging’ church [movements]. 
That's why we started Resurgence. Conversation is fine, but 
we also stay biblically faithful. | think the issue has been that 
we want to engage in the conversation, but we're not going 
to detract from what we believe theologically because that is 
how we engage in the conversation. To the emergent crowd, 
everything is fair game. Every doctrine is fair game and open 
for discussion. ..[it’s] conversation without boundaries—post- 
modern conversation.” 

Mars Hill leadership distinguishes the “emergent 
church” from the “emerging church.” According to an article 
Pastor Mark wrote on the subject, “The Emerging church is a 
broad category that encompasses a wide variety of churches 
and Christians who are seeking to be effective missionar- 
ies wherever they live.” While the emergent movement may 
jettison certain aspects of Christian orthodoxy in order to 
further dialogue, the emerging crowd attempts to contextual- 
ize timeless truths for today’s culture using the “theologically 
conservative, Culturally liberal” approach. 

As far as Mars Hill is concerned, open conversation 
and thought-provoking debate—while holding to the inerrant 
truths of Scripture—is a good thing. When asked about any 
potential backlash of the conference, Pastor Gary mentions 
that there could be misunderstanding about Mars Hill's 
position on the controversial emerging church conversation. 
“One landmine is the state of the church as a whole. [Many 
theological conservatives] see these names all together and 
think, 'Mark's lost it!’ without reading anything about it.” 

Ideally, the conference will serve to educate and help 
Christians and Mars Hill members to be more discerning 
about the issues involved in the conversation that is the 
emerging church movement. 14 


Hannah Fischer is a new Seattleite and member of Mars Hill. 
Last fall, she interned and wrote for Relevant magazine. 


Emerging? Emergent? 
What the...? 


If you're new to the conversation that 
has inspired “Emergence2007,”here's 
a few recommended resources: 


e Emergence 2007. Official website: 
zondervan.com/Cultures/en-US/NPC/ 
RegionalEvent/ 


e “A Pastoral Perspective on the 
Emergent Church,” by Pastor Mark 
Driscoll, published in spring 2006 in the 
Criswell Theological Review , vol 3 issue 2. 
Available online at: criswell wordpress.com 


e TheResurgence.com. Articles and blogs 
about currentand historical church doctrine 
and controversies. For emerging/emergent 
topics in particular, look for the articles “An 
Evaluation of Emerging Churches on the 
Basis of the Contextualization Spectrum,” 
by Gregg Allison, and “Essential Concerns 
Regarding the Emerging Church,” by Brett 
Kunkle. 


e “First Person: Understanding the 
Emerging Church,” by Ed Stetzer 
(research team director and missiologist 
at the North American Mission Board): 
www.crosswalk.com/1372534/ 


e Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging 
Churches (edited by Robert Webber). 
Five contributing authors provide com- 
mentary and response regarding emerging 
church trends. Emergence 2007 regis- 
trants receive a free copy of this book. 





By Nate Burke 


For some reason bumper stickers and 

personalized license plates have caught my 

attention for years. | suppose a lot of it is due 

to the many annoying hours I’ve lost looking at 

the back of cars in front of me. The concept 

of a bumper sticker alone is weird, but there's 

something mind-boggling about what a lot of 

people choose to put on the back of their cars for 

thousands of strangers to see. | can understand 

wanting to spice up an automobile or support a cause, but 

then there are just the completely inexplicable ones that 
make me really wonder about the fate of mankind. 

In Virginia (where | lived up until two and a half years 
ago) personalized plates were much more prevalent than 
in the state of Washington. Some of this is due to the fact 
that a personalized plate costs very little in Virginia, but | 
also wonder how much of it was cultural. | think people's 
narcissism manifests in more outward ways there, but that's 
more of a feeling than something | can quantifiably substan- 
tiate. What | can say for sure is that | have seen hundreds 
and thousands of plates over the years that contain some 
completely egotistical word or phrase (one of my favorites 
was “just give me the crown”). The words “princess” or 
some type of “queen” are to cars what butterflies and celtic 
bands are to tattoos. 

For years | would jot down in my notebook various 
stickers and plates | would see while out and about. My 
reactions ranged from a “that’s kinda clever” laugh, to me 
wanting to throw something at them, to just despairing at 
how ignorant and obnoxious people can be. What baffles 
me is the fact that someone wants to broadcast their stupid- 
ity in such a public way. At one point | even contemplated 
(no pun intended) writing a book about the phenomenon 
where | would actually interview some of the people and ask 
them questions like, “What does your plate/sticker mean 
to you?...why do you feel the need to share that with the 
world?” Maybe | read into stuff like this too much, but I feel 
like it is just one of many barometers of a culture. 

One of the most astonishing displays | have ever seen 
on the back of a car was in Fairfax, Virginia a couple years 
ago. | was stopped at a light and stared in disbelief at the 
SUV in front of me...on the back were four stickers: “Lick It,” 
“Porn Stud,” “Sin Wagon,” and, the icing on the cake, “Hate 
is Not a Family Value.” Even now re-reading those makes my 
head spin. | can’t imagine what kind of morally ambiguous 
no-man’s land this person existed in where “hate” was not a 
family value, but somehow lust, pornography, and sin were. 
One of the ironies about this display is the fact that “hate” 





Personalized License Plates and Other Vexing Cultural Phenomenon 


in and of itself is not necessarily bad. Admittedly throughout 
the Bible we see “hate” used in a lot of negative contexts, 
but we also see verses like Hebrews 1:9 which says “You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore 
God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness 
beyond your companions.” We also see Jesus speaking 
through John in Revelation 2:6 about “hating” the works of 
the Nicolations. Sayings like “hate is not a family value” is 
one of those catch phrases that comes in and out of fashion 
that sound a little bit like wisdom on the surface but don't 
stand up to any real scrutiny. 

Another example is the Seattle favorite “Peace is 
Patriotic.” | understand the sentiment behind what they are 
saying, but a blanket statement like that just doesn’t make 
any sense. Would it have been patriotic to opt for peace 
instead of war on December 8, 1941? Is “peace” really 
universally patriotic? 

We as Christians also need to be aware of not reduc- 
ing our belief system to a catch phrase, slogan, or bumper 
sticker. Before | was a Christian | saw a lot of that stuff 
and thought less of Christians in general. There was an ad 
campaign in D.C. some years back with posters at bus stops 
throughout the city that said things like “God is everybody's 
homeboy” and “www.wuzupgod.com” in a fake “spray-paint” 
font. It could be argued that maybe that campaign did some 
good, but all | know for me is that it reinforced a lot of stereo- 
types about Christians being way behind the cultural curve 
and basically stupid. It would kind of be like someone's uncle 
showing up at your party with a Bon Jovi shirt saying “this 
party is radical!” (Actually that might be kinda fun...) 

| also see a lot of Christians trying to one-up non- 
Christians with more and more clever catch phrases. The 
classic example is the Christian fish versus the Darwin fish 
versus the Christian “truth” fish eating the Darwin fish, etc, 
etc, etc. The whole thing just has the ring of a childish argu- 
ment. | picture people putting those things on the back of 
their cars with a smug look like “that'll show “em.” All of it 
seems very uninterested in seeing Christ glorified...if any- 
thing it is a very undignified display that is not worthy of His 
cross. Let’s not forget what it says in Proverbs 12:16, “The 
vexation of a fool is known at once, but the prudent ignores 
an insult,” or Proverbs 26:4, “Answer not a fool according to 
his folly, lest you be like him yourself.” 

Oh...and if you DO have one of those stickers on you 
car, do us all a favor and don't drive like a jerk, please. \"% 


Nate Burke is a deacon at Mars Hill Church. He is executive 
assistant to Pastor Tim Smith and plays bass in the worship 
band Red Letter. 
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NATE BURKE 
red letter (bass) 


Glenn Campbell: “Wichita Lineman” 
Playing an old vinyl copy of this on a crappy record 
player on a rainy day is probably one of the most 
beautiful/sad music experiences I can think of. 


Boards of Canada: “84 Pontiac Dream” 
Like watching an 8 millimeter film of dreams from 
your childhood. 


Talk Talk: “New Grass” 
My wife and | used this track as our exit music in 
our wedding. 


Botch: “Man the Ramparts” 

If | was a UFC fighter, this might well be my en- 
trance music. Liddell would tap out before | even 
got to the octagon. 


The Chameleons, UK: “Swamp Thing” 
Probably the most tragically overlooked 80's band. 
If you'd like Interpol with a little more beauty and 
umph, this band is it. 


The Band: “The Night They Drove Old Dixie Down” 
Sad chords with a poetic lyric about the end of the 
Civil War from a Southern perspective. 


Peter Gabriel: “Of These, Hope” 

From the soundtrack to The Last Temptation of 
Christ. Not a great movie, but a moving soundtrack 
filled with passion. Many have tried to duplicate it 
since. When | hear this track | think about walking 
with Jesus and what it might have physically been 
like to feel the sand burn beneath my feet, to hear 
the tone in his voice, to look into his eyes. 


The Smiths: “The Boy With the Thorn in His Side” 
There is hardly a Smiths song | don’t at least like 
very much, and quite a few | love. 


The Clash: “London Calling” 
| get chills every time | hear this riff. 


Harold Budd € Brian Eno: “Still Return” 
Ambient music in the truest sense. 


Led Zeppelin: “When the Levee Breaks” 
| just straight up don't trust anyone who can't vibe 
the rock on this one. 


Refused: “The Deadly Rhythm” 
One of the few truly pioneering rock bands of the 
last decade. 


Scott Walker: “Boy Child” 
Enigmatic and beautiful. 


The Epochs: “Necessary Evils” 
| haven't heard such a well arranged pop song in 
a long time. 


Joy Division: “Colony” 

Not “heavy” in the way metal or most rock is, but 
probably one of the heaviest songs | can think of 
from one of the heaviest bands | can think of. 
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1 In Search of a Good Picture Bible 












aving a kid will mess with your mind. 

Mine is still a mere infant (my kid, 
that is—well, and maybe my mind), but 
already her mere existence is teaching me all 
sorts of things about life, priorities, humility, 
and the human digestive system. 







A few months before Evey was born, 
my wife and I spent some time in various bookstores perusing the 
children’s literature. In particular, I was on the lookout for some 
sort of picture Bible that adequately portrayed the Author of life’s 
Great Narrative. 

At this point in the journey, unfortunately I can offer 
little in the way of recommendations. I have yet to find the 
one I am looking for. But thanks to my little baby catalyst 
who sent me on this learning experience, I have a 
deeper appreciation and understanding for the 
Word—both written and “made flesh” 
(John 1:14)—and my new role as 
a father. 

At first, I didnt know quite how 
to evaluate picture Bibles so I started 
with the 
characteristic: the illustrations. That’s 


obvious distinguishing 
what my kid’s going to pay most at- 
tention to anyway. I mean, her favorite 
book right now is “Fluffy Chick and 
Friends” — it'll be awhile before she ap- 
preciates well-crafted prose (or poorly 
crafted, for that matter). 

In comparing illustrations from book 
to book, I was particularly interested in 
the various depictions of Jesus. Before 
she even understands His words, 
my daughter will see 
these images of 
God incarnate 


by Andrew Myers 


and begin to formulate a picture of Him in her mind. This mental picture 
will affect how she perceives Jesus and her posture towards Him. But I’m 
grateful that a clear understanding depends first and foremost on the revela- 
tory work of the Holy Ghost, because most picture Bibles do a shoddy job 
depicting Jesus: 

e The Good: The Gospels often note that Jesus carried Himself with au- 
thority (e.g., Matthew 7:29; 28:18; Mark 1:22, 27; Luke 4:32; John 10:18). 
Authority and humility (and compassion) are not mutually exclusive. Though 
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some approach respectability, I wish more picture Bibles 
made an attempt to depict this essential aspect of Jesus’ 
character. (The Lion Graphic Bible does a decent job, 
but it’s more for older kids and adults.) 

e The Bad: Where to begin...Jesus wears a dress. 
Jesus has long hair. Jesus looks like a bearded female su- 
permodel. Jesus wears a headscarf. Jesus is whitey. Jesus 
never gets dirty. In one picture Bible, Jesus’ sash flows 
behind Him like a superhero cape (fully human, or 
Superman in disguise?). Granted, drawing Jesus Christ 
must be a daunting task. But will no artist or publisher 
take a risk and yank Jesus off the catwalk? How hard can 
it be to give us a burly, non-European, fiery warrior-poet 
with short hair? Has the traditional iconic Jesus become 
more sacred than the dynamic Personality depicted in 
Scripture itself? 

e The Just Plain Creepy: One of the first picture 
Bibles I looked at was especially gentle. Hanging on the 
cross, Jesus honestly looked like a button-eyed Precious 
Moments doll thumb-tacked to two popsicle sticks. 


As my research continued, I realized that a down to 
earth, non-white, unsexy Jesus is all but absent from 
the picture Bible canon. At this point, I questioned the 
whole purpose of picture Bibles; why not just stick to 
the Bible itself and let the kid come up with the pictures 
in her head? Po: DA 


















While I dont think this is a bad idea, there is something to be said for contextual- 
izing the Gospel in a way that children can understand and appreciate. Little kids who 
cant read—cant even understand most speech—benefit from some sort of visual to 
draw them into the story and its truths. 

Unfortunately, many people seem to believe that children only like goofy car- 
toons, and so the story of Noah’s Ark is reduced to a crazy trip to some magical zoo 


E a 


where none of the animals ever poop. Picture Bibles have a lot | 
of Nick Jr. and Disney swag to compete with these days—but =e 
should they compete at all? E 

Scripture is not Cat in the Hat. And while a little kid 
may prefer the zany and the kooky, Scripture should not be Cat in the Hat. If a 






MS THEIR MEMORIES PERISHED 
WITH THEM, UNTIL THE 


picture Bible looks like Finding Nemo, might not a child place the stories of Scripture | 
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in the same category of whimsical fiction? 


















That's not to say picture Bibles shouldnt be colorful and pretty to look at. Even 
if a kid doesnt mind crappy drawings, her parents may still care to teach her about 


quality and artistic integrity. And while I might be able to draw some biblical principles 
out of a Curious George story the same way I can learn something from East of Eden, I 
dont read Steinbeck the same way that I read Scripture. . 

The Bible belongs on a metaphorical shelf of its own. Some books exist 
to tell a good story. Other books help kids learn about ethics and morals. 
While the Bible does contain both a good story and much wisdom, it 
was written by God for His glory. It exists so that we might know and 
worship Him. yon 

How can a children’s picture Bible capture this cosmic thesis? | 


E 


Really, it can’t. 
As the typical overzealous new parent, I want the best for my 





little girl so I sought out the ideal picture Bible. In the process, as 











a typical son of Adam, I sin by abdicating my role as her father. 
She needs me more than she'll ever need a cool picture Bible. 

In these early years when she can understand little and read 
less, who will explain to her why Noah had to build an ark? Who 
will answer her questions about why Jesus got killed? When she 
rejects the disappointing God she encounters in mediocre retell- 











ings of His true revelation, to whom will she look to for a better 9 
example? 


By the power of the Holy Ghost and the Christ that lives in 


my heart, it will be me. \% 


Andrew Myers is a Mars Hill Church deacon and content 
editor for Vox Pop. 














looking for a picture <fible? 
Or would you rather draw your own? 
urn the page for more... 


Besides picture books, another way children can engage the Bible is by illustrating the stories themselves. Mars 
Hill member Royden Lepp recently published two books with Zondervan: “How to Draw Good, Bad, and Ugly 
Bible Guys” and “How to Draw Big Bad Bible Beasts” (both available at MH campus bookstores). The books 
include step by step instructions on how to draw Bible characters such as a giant, a soldier, a prophet, and even 





the Leviathan. Here’s one example (reprinted with permission)... 


A blind man cried out for Jesus to touch him so he could be healed. He had so much faith he thought that a touch 
would bring back his sight. This is going to be a difficult drawing because this malnourished beggar is showing 
a lot of bones. Don't let it overwhelm you. Take your time and remember that your drawing doesn't have to look 


exactly like this one. 





step 


Start with a pencil to block in the head, 
chest, and hips. Make sure he’s leaning 


slightly to the right. 


stop 5 


It's time to add those long fingernails, 
the hair, the mouth, and the toes. There’s 
some detail starting in the ribcage. 


VW 
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Now we're adding the arms and the 
legs. Those odd boxes are going to be 
his right foot. 


otep 6 
Now add more detail to those ribbons on 


his legs. Take your time on the detail in 
the face and the arms. 





We've added the rest of his left leg, a Erase some of the pencil as you add detail 
box to define his fingers, his left hand, with a pen or darker pencil. A lot of bumps 
and a walking stick. and curves in the outline won't make sense 


until you look at the final drawing. 





Now draw those ugly teeth in his mouth. Add the rest of the lines on the leg rib- 
Add some lines in the rib cage, chest, bons and pants. Add his navel and a few 
and arms. His walking stick also needs wrinkles on his left foot. 


wood-grain detail. 


PICTURE 
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Reading Pictures 


ee A SM A 
wide open. The 
arteries would be hit 
spurting blood. Most 
victims died from the 
beating alone. 
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“| gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair: | hid not my 









face from shame and spitting.” Isaiah 50:6 
- Ay Satan summons his army of demons to me 
EA 


Jerusalem... all of his evil power is unleashed 


ES 


Finding a decent picture Bible is tough (see page 12). There is no picture Bible that Mars Hill officially recommends. In fact, our 
Children's Ministry doesn't even use picture Bibles. The following is therefore not a list of recommended titles, simply a place to 
start for those who'd like to find a picture Bible for the young or young at heart (thanks to James Fernandez, Justin Schaeffer, and 
Patrick Mahoney for their help in assembling this list): 


365 Bible Stories for Young Hearts. The complete Bible narrative in summarized passage for each day of the year. 
Light on pictures—more for reading together than looking at. (Crossway) 


The Picture Bible. The complete Bible narrative dramatized in 70's-style comic book art. (Chariot Victor) 


The Illustrated ICB Bible. The only book on the list that contains an actual Bible translation, including chapter and verse 
numbers (the International Children's Bible translation). Comic book style; New Testament only. (Nelson) 


Read With Me Bible. Based on the New International Readers’ Version. Includes 106 Bible stories with colorful illustra- 
tions. (Zondervan) 


See With Me Bible. For “pre-readers.” Includes 25 Bible stories told through illustration only. (Zondervan) 

The Children's Discovery Bible. Large illustrations with minimal text for reading together. (Cook) 

The Rhyme Bible Storybook. Exactly what it sounds like. (Zondervan) 

Read-N-Grow Picture Bible. The complete Bible narrative summarized and illustrated in storyboard fashion. (Nelson) 
The Lion Graphic Bible. A graphic novel re-telling of the complete Bible narrative—for older kids and adults. (Lion) 


King of Kings: The Bible in Pictures (pictured above). From the author of the infamous “Chick Tracts.” Embraces (at 
times to a fault) the parts of Scripture other picture Bibles are likely to avoid. For older kids and adults. (Chick) 


My First Bible. Unique vintage illustrations that suggest medieval iconography updated for the 1970's. (The Regina 
Press) 


The Bible in Picture for Toddlers. The cover is padded and most of the characters smile pleasantly throughout. 
(Moody) 


The Rhyme Bible Storybook. Quentin Blake-style pen drawings supplement Bible stories re-written to rhyme. 
(Zondervan) 


The Children’s Discovery Bible. It’s Scripture meets Hanna-Barbera. Large illustrations with brief stories. Comes with 
Jesus action figure. (Cook) 


The Children’s Bible. Realistic illustrations (except for Jesus’ platinum blonde hair, etc.) with robust re-tellings of hun- 
dreds of Bible stories. (Golden) 


The One Year Bible Storybook. Each page contains one story and a modest illustration that goes for a realistic style. 
(Tyndale) 


As you look into these books, here's some final advice from Mars Hill Pastor Gary Shavey: “I try and keep an eye on whether the 
stories are giving glory to God not man...There are a lot of kid stories that look to pump up self-esteem rather than hold a high 
view of God.” 1% 
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ideologies of the day with biblical 
integrity. Every Thursday this month 
at the West Seattle Campus 





Christianity and Liberalism 


May 3, with Pastor Gary Shavey |... the tomb v 


Christianity and Conservatism 
May 10, with Pastor Paul Petry 


Christianity and Post- 
Modernity 

May 17, with Pastor Mike Gunn 
(Harambee Church) 


Christianity and Trinitarian 
Worldview _ 

May 24, with Brant Bosserman (MH 
member) 
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Christianity and Culture 
May 31, with Pastor James Harleman 


All lectures take place at 
MHC | West Seattle Campus at 7pm 
Details at marshillchurch.org 
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The King 
has entered the city 


What's most likely going to be atop the discussion list in 
Seattle this summer? Believe it or not, it'll all be about a 21- 
year-old king, but the exact topic remains to be seen: will Felix 
Hernandez finally assume his throne, or will he become King 
Felix the Might Have Been? (hint: when it comes to Seattle 
sports, the glass is almost always half empty) 

By the time you read this article, Hernandez should have 
made his first start off of the disabled list, and King Felix will 
hopefully be back on his way to a long and healthy reign. He 
is the Seattle Mariners’ prodigy pitcher, a kid who emphati- 
cally decreed his arrival into stardom early here in the 2007 
season — just before elbow tightness forced him to take a few 
weeks off. 

But in sickness or in health, you really should know his 
name, or at least get used to hearing It. Since everybody else 
will be talking about him, be diligent and make sure you have 
something to add to the conversation. For example... 


e Felix Hernandez was born in Venezuela, and he is 
only 21 


e King Felix throws a 100-mph fastball deep into outings. 
He was throwing 94 mph when the Mariners first started 
scouting him in 2000—when he was 14 years old 


e His young, homegrown talent represents the team’s most 
shining hope since a young pup out of Florida named 
Alex Rodriguez was coming up through the system. 


e Felix showed up the highly touted Japanese ace Daisuke 
Matsuzaka of the Boston Red Sox—in Matsuzaka's home 
debut at Fenway Park no less! He did so in brilliant fash- 
ion, allowing just one hit over nine innings. 


e After his first two starts of 07 our young phenom was 2- 
O and had yet to give up a run—posting gaudy numbers 
that garnered national attention the likes of which the 
Mariners haven't seen since 2001. 


One thing is for sure: when there is national celebrity in our 
city’s midst, it’s our joyous responsibility to know at least a 
little something about them. (See names like Gates, Schultz, 
Alexander, Allen, Cobain, and Driscoll for other examples.) 
Excitement is exciting, and at the end of the day, ace 
pitchers are as exciting as it gets. This is what Felix brings to 


SEE ‘King Felix” 3 PAGE 18 
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After enjoying Hot Fuzz for a Friday morning matinee, my wife 
and I ran to the store to pick up some Danish for a party the 
next day. We managed to get from the multiplex to the store 
and back again before seeing our next movie, conveniently 
titled Next. As the movie started, with Nicolas Cage looking 
two minutes into his future, | began looking two hours ahead 
into mine. After all, Disturbia had been getting rave reviews, 
and | still hadn't been able to see tt... 

What was | doing? A double-feature might not be a bad 
thing on occasion, but how was | going to keep up with all 
these freakin' movies? Only a few Fridays before, the wide 
releases totaled six in one week! As a teacher of Film and 
Theology and contributor to several websites, everyone 
expects (sometimes they demand!) that | see EVERY movie 
that comes out. People loan me DVDs (I currently have a few 
independent films, Punch Drunk Love and The Big Lebowski 
sitting on my XBox — yes, | will repent for not yet seeing The 
Dude — and | managed to watch twenty minutes of Howl's 
Moving Castle at breakfast). 

Instead of enjoying myself, | discover myself in an odd 
place of finding cinema a burden. In Next, the clairvoyant 
Cage finds himself strapped in a chair, like Malcom McDowall 
in A Clockwork Orange, his eyes forced open to watch the 
big screen in front of him; | found myself sympathizing with 
his plight. 

Is it me? Am | getting tired of the art form? A quick 
check of the numbers reveals that, no, It's not just me. In 
2005, thirty-five flicks had been wide-released by the end 
of March; this year, forty-nine movies have been released 
over the course of only twelve weekends. No less than SIX 
movies Came out on April 13 this year: Aqua Teen Hunger 
Force, Disturbia, Pathfinder, Perfect Stranger, Redline, and 
Slow Burn opened together nationwide, joining a short list of 
the most crowded weekends on record. 

In 2006, there were over 177 releases — twenty more 
than in 2005... and ‘07 is already taking the lead for a new 
record in the film count. Those who feel like | do can breathe 
a sigh of relief that we’re not slowing down or getting “tired” 
of the medium. On the other hand, how is this glut impacting 
an industry that is currently lamenting an ever-increasing 
slump in box office sales? 

“More movies” may equal “more choices,” but these 
things cost quite a bit of money to make. Not every movie 
is Spider-man 3 (cost: more than 300 million), but they still 
add up... and moviegoers can’t be in two places at once. 
Occasionally some of us even have to work (particularly with 
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the price of movies 
these days). More 
choices are luring some people back to 
the attendance-challenged multiplexes, but 
spreading that money around a bevy of costly movies which 
then report mediocre returns doesn't solve Hollywood's 
problem. 

In fact, rather than a few competing, attractive choices 


on a shiny cinematic menu, the Hollywood layout is beginning 
to look more like a one of those Chinese or country buffets: a 
long line of trays with lukewarm offerings that fill, but leave no 
lasting impression. It also unsettlingly exposes our narrative 
redundancy... it’s not that film or stories in general used to 
be more innovative, but that we are so inundated that we 
can't help but notice the similarities. We get upset that a film 
doesn't satisfy, when the problem is that we're gorged on its 
four prequels and fifteen narrative cousins. 

Like anything else Americans like, we enjoyed one so 
much that we naturally assume a truckload will be even 
better. We didn’t just “super-size” our movies (Peter Jackson 
did that for us), we've created a robust dollar menu, and 
now we're trying to order one of everything on it. Movie 
aficionados will become movie-worshippers trying to keep 
up, while the quality goes down. What a cheap, flickering 
god to suck our watches and wallets dry... 

Am | calling for some kind of “return to the good old 
days”? No. Do | anticipate Hollywood will diagnose the 
problem as “too many movies” and the studios will agree 
to pace themselves? Not really. With hundreds of cable 
channels, the rising tide of video and online gaming that 
is taking center stage of popular entertainment, and new 
media formats to watch our entertainment on-the-go, | don’t 
anticipate anyone scaling back. What is important is that we 
realize what this means to popular culture: there will be a lot 
less of it. 

Less? Someone will wonder: how does more movies 
equal less popular culture? Easy. With more media choices 
than we can possibly consume, the number of shared 
experiences will decrease. This means the water cooler 
conversation gets stunted. Affinity groups will tighten in 
size and accessibility. lcebreakers are already hard to come 
by. Some people spend all their time on YouTube, others 
in Second Life, and some on their XBox. A few even go to 


SEE ‘Cinemagluttony’ = PAGE 19 


spiritual disciplines 





By Pastor Mark Driscoll 


As we examine the spiritual disciplines, it is important to 
remember that some disciplines are contemplative, while 
others are active. In this article we will examine the contem- 
plative discipline of journaling and the active discipline of 
service. 


Contemplative Active 
Disciplines Disciplines 
Study Obedience 
Solitude Fellowship 
Silence Speaking 
Meditation Teaching 
Prayer Activism 
Sabbath Work 
Chastity Lovemaking 
Worship Evangelism 
Journaling Service 
Fasting Feasting 
Journaling 


Journaling is the act of recording of one's life and journey 
with God for posterity. The technical methods of journaling 
can include handwriting in a journal as well as capturing im- 
portant snapshots of one’s life with Jesus in everything from 
a blog to photos, audio recordings, song writing, painting, 
sketching, and video footage. 

The purposes of journaling are many. Journaling can 
be a way to simply record your life journey so that you 
and others can benefit from seeing God’s hand of faithful 
providence at work. In this way, a journal is like an autobi- 
ography. Journaling can be a way to gather one’s thoughts 
about difficult seasons and issues in life and can thereby 
complement other disciplines such as study, prayer, and 
meditation. Journaling can also be a way to remember the 
times when God showed up in life-changing ways, answer- 
ing prayers and providing grace. In this way, journaling is 
similar to the Old Testament practice of collecting stones 
of remembrance to commemorate specific times when God 
demonstrated His faithfulness in someone's life. In addition, 
journaling can be a way to collect one’s prayer life so that it 
is organized and most effective. By noting when prayers are 
later answered, journaling can build our faith in the power of 
prayer by reminding us of detailed ways that God heard and 
answered specific prayers. 

Many books of the Bible could in fact be described 
in large part as divinely inspired journals. Examples in- 
clude Jonah, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, Esther, Job, 
Lamentations, Ruth, and large sections of other books such 
as Nehemiah and Psalms. Furthermore, while Jesus’ only 
recorded writing was an unknown statement in the sand, He 
has in one sense preserved a copy of His life and ministry 
through the pen of His servants who wrote the Scriptures 
about Him. 

Most people's journals will not be published like the 
memoirs of the famous are. Nonetheless, in addition to 


being incredibly meaningful to us personally, our journaling 
can also be a great blessing to others. For example, one 
person | know has the journals of her deceased grandfather 
and has been greatly blessed to learn the detailed personal 
account of how God saved and sanctified the first Christian 
in her family through whom the rest of the family met Jesus. 
Others find it helpful to share pages of their journal with 
friends who are struggling in ways that they had previously 
recorded. One wife | know is greatly nourished spiritually 
by her journaling and by giving her husband permission to 
read her journals, she finds that he has greater insight into 
her soul than any other means they have tried. 


Service 

Mark 9:33-35 records one of the more curious arguments in 
all of history—a debate between the disciples about which of 
them was the greatest. Upon overhearing their arrogant con- 
versation, Jesus responded in a most unpredictable manner. 
Rather than simply rebuking them, Jesus actually told them 
how to become the greatest and achieve their objective. His 
stunning answer was that being a humble servant is the only 
way to spiritual greatness. 

Service is one of the innumerable ways in which we can 
make God's love visible to other people. Christian love is not 
merely an emotion because it compels us to action. Perhaps 
1 John 3:18 says it best, “Little children, let us not love in 
word or talk but in deed and in truth.” 

Curiously, we live in an age when much of our economy 
is built on service but there is a seeming decline in personal 
service to others without employment obligation or financial 
compensation. For the Christian, however, it is God's love 
and Jesus’ example that compel us to humbly serve in love. 
Consequently, because of how Jesus serves us, our Christian 
service Is not motivated by guilt or duty, but rather gladness 
and love. As Psalm 100:2 exuberantly proclaims, “Serve the 
LORD with gladness!” and Galatians 5:13 extols: “through 
love serve one another.” 

Jesus is our perfect model of a humble, loving servant. 
In fact, Jesus’ entire ministry is often summarized as humble 
service that included everything from feeding people to wash- 
ing their feet and dying on the cross for their sins (Matthew 
20:20-28; Philippians 2:5-11). Many Scriptures encourage 
humble service and provide examples of what it looks like: 


e Matthew 20:26-28 “... whoever would be great among 
you must be your servant, and whoever would be first 
among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” 

e Acts 9:36 “Now there was in Joppa a disciple named 
Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was full 
of good works and acts of charity.” 

e Romans 16:1 “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, 
a servant of the church at Cenchreae, that you may 
welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, 
and help her in whatever she may need from you, for 


SEE ‘Spiritual Disciplines’ 3 NEXT PAGE 
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Tue. 7am-Ballard Campus 
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=) ‘Facemelters’ (from pg. 6) 


but that when they play “the most important thing is that [they] 
are bringing glory to God and helping others to worship.” 

Sometimes described as “the emo vocals,” Cooper 
Robertson is on rhythm guitar and lead vocals for JFM. When 
you meet him it is easy to see why many people find it hard 
to believe that he is not yet sixteen. Being the lead singer of 
the band is a huge responsibility, and Cooper handles it with 
grace beyond his years. At first, he says, “it was weird leading 
my friends and siblings in worship. But now, | think of it as an 
opportunity to declare my faith and love for Jesus Christ.” 

Reagan North describes Jeff Stephens, JFM's lead 
guitarist, as a “prodigy on the guitar.” An extremely talented 
musician, Jeff has been playing the piano for years and helps 
add the “musical fillers.” With his long hair and grinding guitar 
work, he is often associated with Swedish metal bands. Jeff's 
memorable style is the thing that Pastor Adam Sinnett (Proxy 
leader) remembers most about the first time he saw JFM play. 

Last but most certainly not least, is Jens Whitmore, the 
band’s drummer. Star of Proxy’s Mount Baker Retreat promo 
video, Jens is recognizable by his red hair and awesome drum 
skills. During band practices he has a tendency to jokingly fire 
other band members, and then proceed to play an amazing 
cadence on his drums. 

Right now, JFM is playing all Mars Hill songs, but hope- 
fully in the near future they will debut some originals written 
by Jeff and Cooper. And in April, the band recorded their 
first demo in a tiny room in Mars Hill's warehouse property 
in Ballard. It was really hot, but they got to meet other people 
involved in the church's music ministry. It was “fabulous that 
they took the time to record us when we're not even one of the 
big bands,” Joanna says. 

Joanna and the Facemelters is looking forward to record- 
ing in an actual studio soon, and their musical experiences 
are expanding. Should you ever have the priviledge of hearing 
them live, consider yourself warned: be sure to have a desig- 
nated melted-face-finder along. x4 


Caitlyn Stark is the sister of THE Joanna. Caitlyn is a Mars 
Hill member making her Vox Pop debut. 





=) ‘Spiritual Disciplines’ (from pg. 17) 


she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.” 

e Galatians 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, broth- 
ers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

e Philippians 2:3-7 *. . . in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only 
to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant . 


1 


In the church, humble service is so important that Scripture 
declares that the exercise of all natural talents and spiritual 
gifts are simply varied ways that service is conducted. On 
this matter, 1 Peter 4:10 says, “As each has received a gift, 
use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's var- 
ied grace.” God not only commands every Christian to serve, 
He also imparts to some the spiritual gift of helps/service (1 
Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7). 

Inextricably connected to Christian service is humility. 
Service that is done in secret without the pursuit of human 
praise reminds us of how Jesus faithfully served us during 
His humble life on the earth. Furthermore, by receiving the 
service of others, we likewise learn the gift of humility. This 
lesson was perhaps most visibly learned by Peter, who re- 
fused to allow Jesus to wash his feet until Jesus convinced 
him otherwise. Jesus was seeking to give Peter the great gift 
of humility, through which we are willing to not only serve, 
but also be served as an admission that we too are people in 
need of grace. Y 


Mark Driscoll is lead pastor of Mars Hill Church. 





u ‘King Felix’ (from pg. 16) 


the Seattle sports scene table right now—some much needed 
buzz. 

But with this added attention, let’s hope that he’s up to 
the task. Accolades, success, and appreciation have a very 
brief shelf life in the world of pop culture and sports. Back 
to back bad outings (or frequent injuries), and it’s what hap- 
pened to Felix? as fickle fans rescind their praise. 

If Felix keeps winning, but the Mariners keep losing, then 
we'll all worry whether or not Felix would be happier on a 
winning team. Or what if he gets too popular? Then the M's 
do what they always do, right? We get rid of him. (See names 
like Griffey, Rodriguez, and Johnson this time for further ex- 
amples). 


At the moment, the outlook is patchy at best, a typical 
morning in our fair city: difficult to say whether it'll be rainy or 
sunny by the afternoon. In more ways than one, Seattleites 
must come to terms with the very small hope that maybe this 
time the clouds will burn off. 1% 


Dustin Nickerson's sports column appears regularly in Vox 
Pop. Dustin is a deacon at Mars Hill Church. He works with 
Proxy Student Ministry. 


=) ‘Cinemagluttony’ (from pg. 16) 

this fantastic, mythical realm I’ve heard of called “outside.” 
The increasing variety of “what we did last weekend” will 
exacerbate the already “bowling alone” epidemic. 

Why is this important? As a pastor, | like to connect 
with people and understand them, find out what inspires 
them. | like to explore how and where their passions resonate 
with the great hope and assurance | have. Actually, this 
desire is the earmark of faithful Christians: seeking to know 
their culture and better love people in the hope that lives 
will be transformed. The stories people are drawn to are 
often quite revealing about where they're at emotionally and 
spiritually. When the narrative possibilities are soewing out 
of the Hollywood meat grinder at break-neck speed, and our 
entertainment economy fragments us into even tighter niche 
communities, this makes things more difficult. 

How do l- and other Christians — adapt in this gluttonous 
and diverse environment? It will be critical to make sure we 
know the story of Jesus well... the story that we believe is 
not just the best, but true. Next, it will be vital to understand 
how that story breaks down and how it is reflected and/or 
distorted in a wide variety of film and narrative. This way, we 
can understand the basic concepts and connecting points 
and it will be easier to catch on when someone hangs on 
every word of a story we haven't heard before. We also 
need to stretch ourselves to be culturally diverse, not merely 
sampling the same cinematic cuisine that makes us feel 
good. For me personally, this means expanding to media 
forms other than movies. 

It also means that those who already pride themselves 
on being cultured may need to go see some of the remaining 
“popular” items they often shun. These folks forget the 
“diverse” part of cultural diversity, and wouldn't be caught 
dead at Pirates of the Caribbean 3, Shrek 3, Spider-man 3, 
or pretty much ANY film with a number 3. They won't be 
in line for anything opening on July 4th (like Transformers). 
However, these large blips on the cultural radar are still 
some of the easier connecting points, and should be seen as 
opportunities for conversation if not art. Otherwise, the art of 
conversation may be lost. 

Lastly, it means we'll need to LISTEN to people... and 
let them tell you about the stories they enjoy. Most days we 
don’t want to hear someone’s lukewarm recap of a movie, or 
novel, or game we didn’t want to explore ourselves. After all, 
that's why we didn't go see it, buy it, or spend the time in the 
first place! However, the patience to hear what excites our 
neighbor may be just what we need to love them better, see 
where their life is at, and be proper representatives of Jesus, 
who met people where they were at, heard their story, played 
with their kids, shared a meal, and spoke wisdom into their 
lives. | don't claim to have a lot of wisdom, but I like to point 
people to where | received some wisdom... and much, much 
more. 4 


James Harleman is Mars Hill Church's Administrative Pastor. 
Read more articles by Pastor James at voxpopnetwork. 
com/cinemagogue. 





5 ‘Life as JD’ (from pg. 5) 


wandering around, but there were still a couple of moments 
when outbursts like, “Wow, did you see that bloke? He 
looked like a right weirdo!” came out fairly loudly. Thankfully, 
there were no repercussions from these occurrences (praise 
Jesus!). We still need to work on the internal voice, though. 

My family did manage to embarrass me somewhat by ac- 
tually riding the Ride the Ducks tour of Seattle. Yes, it’s quite 
true, so keep them in your prayers. Actually, to make matters 
worse, they really enjoyed it. Oh, the shame. Apparently their 
driver played loud music the whole time, which some people 
appreciated and some didn't. For example, the tour “bus” 
passed a rather large lady at a bus stop who busted a few 
moves to the music as they drove by. But then there was 
the female jogger who didn't appreciate the soundtrack; the 
duck driver played the Rocky theme really loud and slowed 
down alongside her. 

Personally | do find the second example pretty funny, 
but we'll move on. We also took them to that famous Seattle 
institution, Thai Tom, and | am very proud to report that both 
my parents managed 4 star Penang curries — which, if | am 
honest, is one better than | have managed so far. 

Overall, we had a very busy and brilliant couple of weeks 
and | know they are very happy knowing where | am right now, 
and, of course, who | am with. They have also gone home 
with the desire to download Mark's sermons weekly. Whilst | 
am very thankful for this, it means that either Blake or myself 
will undoubtedly have to spend a significant amount of time 
explaining how to download and run the ¡Tunes programme. 
Oh what joy! You know how some people just seem to have 
been bypassed with the technology gene? You use basic 
terms like “Desktop” or “Start Menu” and you're met with 
blank stares? Yep, that's my parents! (Mum, Dad - | love 
you very much and | know you are reading this, but you know 
l'm right!). 

So | personally vote that Blake has the computers con- 
versations — | think I'll come at it from the “family bonding” 
angle...“Hey baby, you know it would be great for you to get 
to know my parents even more. Well, | was thinking, why 
don't you explain iTunes to them? That will be great. Okay, | 
need to be somewhere else for a while — bye!”...and then | 
will make myself very scarce for a long time... x 


Newlywed and newly visa-ed Jo Dean is a member of 
Mars Hill Church who moved to the States from England 
last year. Read more of her adventures at voxpopnetwork. 
com/ballard. 
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WORSHIP YOUR 
MONEY 


MH Stewardship Seminar 
May 12 | West Seattle Campus 


Learn how to be a better steward of the 
financial gifts God has trusted you 
with. Sessions include: 








budgeting 
buying a home 













starting and owning a business 
basic investing 
getting out of debt 


giving 





Details and registration at 
marshillchurch.org. 
Presented by the Financial Coaching 
Ministry: money@marshillchurch.org 
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=) ‘Double-dipper’ (from pg. 7) 


Groups, had been bushwacked with paranoia and panic 
when | spied a few folks from our north end church walking 
the beach. | felt there were spies all around, and nothing my 
husband said was changing my mind. 

| continued to read books during the Sunday morning 
service at the north end church, and took copious notes at 
every Mars Hill service. | was ticked off that our morning 
church felt like a hush-hush dysfunctional family, operating 
under a “don't ask, don't tell” mentality that compelled us to 
hide things like our intelligence and war movies and barware; 
parents were induced to feel shame for having wayward 
teenagers rather than a concerted mission to reach out to 
them. | desperately wanted to come clean as a teacher with 
my three points of Calvinism, but knew | would be immedi- 
ately bounced from the rotation. Like the Dixie Chicks, | was 
getting mad as hell, not ready to make nice, and coping by 
telling myself the best thing to do was just shut my mouth 
until Jesus returned. 

After my doctor diagnosed a weird breathing disorder 
as stress, related to my mental afflictions, | decided to quit 
putting it off and just asked him what a lobotomy was going 
for these days. 

| think my husband recognized | was writing postcards 
from the edge when he found me watching Fight Club in slip- 
pers and sipping a glass of Reisling at two in the afternoon. 
Hey, Tyler Durden had never made so much sense. “That's 
it. No more ministry commitments,” he said. “Tell the masses. 
We're leaving next month.” 

The affair was over. 


All the hours of contemplating the ins and outs of our exit 
were nixed by the Holy Spirit mid-summer at the Lavender 
Festival, surrounded by a table of my favorite friends from the 
north end church. We were brunching at a wonderful foo-foo 
girl spot, a cool breeze rustling the linen and purple domes 
of lavender wafting in the background. 

We had just finished a three hour tour of the fields, 
and the last thing on my mind in this gentle environment 
was outing our church affair. To the contrary, my husband’s 
decision had actually put my mental illness in remission, and 
| had no intention of going back. | felt content knowing the 
Mars Hill theology actually fit us like a glove all along, and 
that | wouldn't have to hide my martini glasses, even if we 
would have no friends to toast them with. The kids felt abso- 
lutely no ties to our former church, so that was easy, albeit a 
little disappointing to realize after fifteen years, they had no 
true relationships. 

The night before the Festival, | had read the spring issue 
of Randy Alcorn's Eternal Perspectives magazine, and the 
banner on page one read, “Gossip and misinformation flow 
unceasingly in the Christian community. One day, in Heaven, 
they will be burned to ashes by the consuming holiness 
of God.” 

Of course, evangelical Christianity has differing nu- 
ances, and we can debate what will actually be in the ash 
pile depending on our interpretation of “gossip and misinfor- 


mation.” So let's get technical. 


Definitions, according to my Noah Webster 

1828 Dictionary: 

Gossip: One who runs from house to house, tattling 
and telling news; an idle tattler. 

Misinformation: Wrong information; false account or 
intelligence received. Wrongly informed. 


After reading the article, | threw it on the floor, and the con- 
tents hadn't registered again until this moment as my friends 
and | shared a giant slice of tiramisu. Until we chatted, | don't 
think | really understood how Jesus had used the crucibles 
of life and Mars Hill to permanently change me. How all the 
mania, all the Scripture, all the tears, all the confusion, all the 
heartache, all the anger, all the late night agonizing prayer 
and repentance, all the seeming double-mindedness, had 
inherently trained me and made me spiritually hypersensitive 
for this moment, ringside. 

“Then he opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45). “I do not fight like a man beat- 
ing the air” (Romans 9:25-26). Gossip and misinformation 
flow unceasingly in the Christian community... 

The round began when “Barbie” announced disapprov- 
ingly that so-and-so had left the church and was at Mars Hill. 
| looked up. 

“Midge” immediately hooked up her hose and added 
something about the swearing pastor. 

| put down my fork, said a Nehemiah prayer, and began 
the spiritual exercise of wrapping my hands like Holyfield. 

“Skipper” could barely swallow her whip cream before 
she dished that so-and-so had previously attended Mars Hill 
and claimed she was taught that one could smoke, party, 
and generally break all the commandments. 

This revelation was met with general appall. It reminded 
me of the Harry Potter book burnings. No one independently 
had an intelligent reasoning as to why J.K. Rowling was 
going to hell, Christian women just lined up to affirm it. Why? 
Because so-and-so said it was bad. That's why. 

| stretched on the gloves in the unseen and finished lac- 
ing my boots. HG and | were getting pumped (Holy Ghost). 

Nonchalantly | took a sip of coffee and directed my 
question to Midge, “Oh, have you been there?” 

All eyes on Midge. 

She denied nearing the blasphemous institution. As 
relief spread over the gaggle, | actually thought | heard a 
rooster crow. 

Somebody then threw in a little kindling about how 
“they” watered down the gospel, and shared a supposed 
conversation between the pastors of the two churches. It 
wasn't good. 

Watered down the Gospel! Are you kidding?! Hell was 
freezing over and | was repenting more than ever! The Black 
Church not only allowed me to THINK again, it inspired me 
to THINK BACK! 

Okay, Toby Mac was now spinning in my mind: The 
dream's alive with my eyes open wide. Back in the ring, You 
got me swingin’ for the grand prize. | feel the haters spittin’ 
vapors on my dreams, but Í still believe... 


Then she did it. She mentioned they were hardcore 
Calvinists. | was really, REALLY sick of this one, mostly 
because | knew these women and | knew good and well 
they had NO IDEA WHAT THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
CALVINISM AND ARMINIANISM EVEN WERE. 

My fuse really took off and everything was illuminated 
now. Okay, so nobody’s getting kicked out of heaven for not 
knowing this stuff, and it might be considered snobbish if | 
wasn't convinced that it was Jesus alone who made me a 
theology geek and gave me a brain to think things through. 
But this stuff had bothered me for a long time. | mean, 
shouldn't we at the very least be able to articulate our long- 
standing theological position? | respect differing positions. 
But it seems mildly hypocritical to diss one position of core 
theology while giving absolutely no articulation as to the 
other. | always wondered why people weren't wrestling more 
with these issues in the conservative evangelical church. But 
there seemed to be no room for questions, and if you offered 
any, you were under suspicion. | pulled back the ropes and 
stepped into the ring. “How do they do that?” 

She looked up ignorantly. “Do what?” 

| took a swing, but kept my guard up. “How do they 
water down the gospel?” 

Deer in headlights. | watched her run through her mental 
files. Empty. 

The breeze and the blue jay were the only conversa- 
tion. 

| looked around the table. “I mean, have any of you even 
been there?” 

More birds chirping. Did | see a flash of panic? Or was 
it conviction? Naw. 

“Because we've been taking the boys there, and we've 
heard Mark Driscoll many times. | find their theology com- 
pletely sound.” 

It was a solid right hook. They were clearly uncomfort- 
able now. “Actually, it's pretty phenomenal what Jesus is 
doing over there.” 

The crickets were now chirping in full force right before 
everyone simultaneously got parched and drained their water 
glasses. This felt good. Man, I feel like a woman. 

| looked Skipper in the eye. 

“And yeah, their liberties on alcohol may not be 
mainstream, but you should research that. They hardly ad- 
vocate getting drunk, and no way for minors like so-and-so. 
That's ridiculous.” 

| knew Skipper hated confrontation, and okay, | 
admit | really enjoyed watching her sweat with my glove in 
her chest. 

“Well, that’s what she heard, it may not be what Mark 
Driscoll said.” 

| love Skipper. | have a fifteen-year history with Skipper, 
as with most of the other women at the table. But no way 
was | letting the brat pack off easy today. The anger towards 
my closeted behavior, the fact that they required no account- 
ability from the church’s leadership, the rampant misinforma- 
tion, exploded. They were not prepared to fight back. They 
were not encouraged to be defensive. Heck, they didn’t even 
know they were raised to be exclusive Arminians. 

“No, you’re not sure what he said, because y’all ‘hear’ 
this and y’all ‘hear’ that, and basically everyone just believes 


what they hear. No one bothers to check it out firsthand. | 
don't care if you agree with me or not, that's not the issue. 
But crap, at least listen with your own ears and draw your 
conclusions. It’s so annoying to me when intelligent people 
don’t think for themselves!” 

That was a one-two punch. | think there might have 
been a spray of blood as they all fell over. This was too easy. 
It bothered me that it was this easy, and it bothered me that 
they'd be more concerned with my saying crap than the fact 
that they had no punches to throw back. 

| had one last bad word and | aimed below the belt. 

“Even if he does have the audacity to be openly 
Calvinistic, do you guys even know the difference between 
Arminius and Calvin?” 

Of course they didn't. | knew that. As well as being clue- 
less that they were Arminian or what that meant, | wanted to 
disclose they were dispensationalists loaded in sectarianism. 
But that was enough course language for one afternoon. | 
was tired, | had hurt them, | had outed myself, and my coffee 
was cold. 

It was really uncomfortable on the ferry ride home, 
although Midge did corner me and admit that her son had 
given her one of “his” sermons, and that she could find no 
wrong in what he said. Sigh. 

The day at the Lavender Festival pretty much cured 
my insanity. The secret was out. The next few weeks were 
loaded with coffee dates and telephone calls to ministry 
leads, pastors, and friends. Of course, the nine yards was 
hardly in order. Jesus was moving us, and that was pretty 
much it. Funny thing was, no one questioned any of it. | cried 
all through the last service there. And no one has ever called 
back or really asked why, except for a few Mighty Men | will 
chronicle in my last chapter. 


Wire, briar, limber-lock 

Three geese in a flock 

One flew east, one flew west 

And one flew over the cuckoo’s nest. 


-Rainbow In the Sky, by Louis Untermeyer 


“Return to your rest, my soul, for Yahweh has dealt bounti- 
fully with you.” -Psalm 116:7 1% 


Next Month: High Tech Hazel Motes, the conclustion of 
“Confessions of a Double-Dipper” 
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05.04-6 Rock Climbing at Smith Rock 


05.05 


05.12 


05.19 


05.19 


05.19 


Join us for a great weekend of climbing and 
camping for all levels of experience. 


Miles Berkey at miles@filtrific.com 


Mountain Biking at Philip Arnold Park 
Twisty trails and great obstacles make this 
park a must-ride for local riders. 


Kristin Nelson at surferchick@msn.com 


Hiking at Talapus Lake 

Start the Spring off right with a moderate hike 
to a beautiful alpine lake. Families and first- 
timers welcome. 


Kristin Nelson at surferchick@msn.com 


Lake Union Kayaking 
A great way to kick off the kayak season. No 
experience necessary. 


Peggy Ferderer at peggy.ferderer@boeing.com | 


Olympic Classic Bike Ride 
Bike between Port Angeles and Sequim on 
this easy-paced 30 mile ride. 


Brandon Talley at bta/ley@spu.edu 


SCUBA at Titlow Beach | 
Swim the currents and see the pilings covered © 
with white anemones. | 


Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


05.26-28 Camping at Sequim Bay State Park 


Bring your friends and family for a relaxing trip 
to the beach and surrounding activities. 


Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspu/@yahoo.com 


For frequently updated and expanded information, visit and 


bookmark us at www.marshilloutdoors.org 
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COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 





New Mars Hill Community Groups 


Redmond Monday 10am 
LedBy: Cecille Phillips 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Aaron Mead 

Contact: Aaron Mead 

Phone: 206-856-1287 

Email: mead.aaron@gmail.com 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Zak Griffith 

Contact: Joy Griffith 

Phone: 206-427-8944 
Email: zakandjoy@gmail.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Brendan Connally 
Contact: Scott Rudat 
Phone: 206-501-9160 
Email: srudat@gmail.com 


Lake City Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Rob Maxfield 
Contact: Liz Maxfield 
Phone: 206-375-2410 
Email: lizdole@gmail.com 


Magnolia Tuesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Jeff Williams 

Contact: Jeff Williams 

Phone: 206-789-0109 

Email: JeffWilliamsLaw@aol.com 


Mountlake Terrace Tuesday 10am 
LedBy: Amy Schaeffer 

Contact: Amy Schaeffer 

Phone: 425-776-4364 

Email: schaeffers 1 @verizon.net 

For Women Only 


Northgate Tuesday 7pm 
LedBy: Michael Pepera 
Contact: Michael Pepera 
Phone: 206-985-4461 
Email: michael@pepera.org 


Northgate Tuesday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Eric Youngblut 

Contact: Eric and Carla Youngblut 
Phone: 206-219-9125 


Email: marshill@ericandcarla.youngblut.net 


West Seattle Tuesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Sean Airlie 

Contact: Sean Airlie 

Phone: 206-351-4431 

Email: s_airlie@hotmail.com 


VW 
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Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Steve Wallstrom 
Contact: Steve Wallstrom 
Phone: 425-205-0525 

Email: stevew@environix.com 


Fremont Thursday 7pm 

LedBy: Linn Wu, Monica Schertzinger 
Contact: Linn Wu 

Phone: 206-420-9027 

Email: l}jw3@u.washington.edu 

For Women Only 


Lake City Thursday 7:30pm 
LedBy: Todd Christenson 
Contact: Todd Christenson 
Phone: 206-650-1779 

Email: tachris4;c@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Magnolia Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Peter Bell 

Contact: Peter Bell 

Phone: 206-313-8527 
Email: petros.bell@gmail.com 


Mountlake Terrace Thursday 7pm 
LedBy: Brian Landsberger 

Contact: Brian and Heather Landsberger 
Phone: 206-274-7568 

Email: brian@landsberger.com 


Queen Anne Thursday 6:30pm 
LedBy: Anthony lanniciello 

Contact: Anthony or Kristin lanniciello 
Phone: 206-355-7105 

Email: community@ianniciello.net 


Ravenna Thursday 

LedBy: Margaret Bullitt, Elizabeth Poage 
Contact: Margaret Bullitt 

Phone: 206-524-4401 

Email: mbullitt40Waol.com 

For Women Only 


Ravenna/Bryant Thursday 7:30pm 
LedBy: John Fromel 

Contact: John and Debbie Fromel 
Phone: 206-219-5312 

Email: debbie@fromel.com 


Orting Friday 6pm 
LedBy: John Flaherty 
Contact: John Flaherty 
Phone: 425-417-8473 
Email: tiffx1 @yahoo.com 


Mars Hill Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 
Through learning and accountability Community Groups exist to develop mature 
Christians who will go out into their various social networks carrying the hope 

of the Gospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 

email community@marshillchurch.org 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can | Give At Mars Hill? 
e Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


Mail a check to the Ballard Campus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary Way, Seattle, WA 98107 


Online contributions can be given via debit or 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 





























































































































































































































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
March 11 $150,000 $185,452 719 4845 
March 18 $150,000 $147,056 593 5293 
March 25 $150,000 $149,831 652 4995 
April 1 $160,000 $164,196 654 5642 
April 8 EASTER $160,000 $206,343 706 6703 
April 15 $160,000 $145,632 603 5676 
MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
$1,000,000 
$900,000 
$800,000 
$700,000 
$600,000 |_| 
$500,000 | 
$400,000 | | 
$300,000 
June July Aug Sep October November December January February March 
El Monthly Budget $400,000 $625,000 $500,000 $520,000 $650,000 $520,000 $650,000 $600,000 $600,000 $600,000 
Actual Glven $533,836 $540,548 $496,235 $443,122 $400,503 $860,831 $992,381 $585,600 $653,629 $669,542 















































*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 











Got Artwork? 


, MH Art is looking for artists to showcase g 
throughout MH campuses, including our 
~ Downtown and West Seattle galleries. 


“Fot more information please contact: 
- art@marshillchurch.org 
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This year’s Men's Advance calls men to know culture, participate 

in our local church, participate in our mission fields within the city, 

and participate in church planting and mercy at home and abroad. 

In short, understand the battlefield and the vigilance required. 
The focus: more outward expression than the introspection of past 
Men's Advances. The goal: send men home with practical and strategic 
objectives for the ensuing season of our church. 


June 8-10 | Warm Beach Camp | register at marshillchurch.org 





